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England. His example was followed by other American
publishers, so that in New York alone there are now half a
dozen houses advertising Ruskin's works, and many more
throughout the cities of the States. Mr. Wiley, the first
in the field, proposed to pay up a royalty upon all the
copies he had sold if Mr. Ruskin would recognise him as
accredited publisher in America. The offer of so large a
sum would have been tempting, had it not meant that
Mr. Ruskin must condone what he had for years denounced,
and sanction what he strongly disapproved. The case
would have been different if proposals had been made to
reproduce his books in his own style, under competent
supervision. This was done in 1890, when Mr. Allen
made arrangements with Messrs. Charles E. Merrill & Co.,
of New York, to bring out the "Brantwood" edition of
Ruskin, under the editorship of Professor C. E. Norton.

Though the sale of Mr. Ruskin's books in America has
never, until so recently, brought him any profit his own
business in England, started in 1872 at such disadvantages,
has singularly prospered. It is impossible to reckon the
total number of copies of Ruskin's works throughout the
world ; but a rough estimate gives the number of bound
volumes published by Messrs, Smith & Elder and Mr.
George Allen, exclusive of parts and pamphlets, as about
300,000. For the first few years there was a loss upon the
Orpington business ; then the scale turned, as the new
system of publishing became better known. It was found
that the booksellers were not indispensable, and that busi-
ness could be done through the post as well as over the
counter. In spite of occasional difficulties, such as the
bringing out of works in parts, appearing irregularly or
stopping outright at the author's illnesses, there has been
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